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Jist a theught... o

So this s pratty much the end of yet anothar semester at the IHOUSE. _and what an intaresting
samester it was! More new faces only ae;md to the collection of rant parsonoakities and
sxperisncas that arse collectad hers. Although thers have baa ups and downs, wa

siill managad to pull through and move about with our own agandas. it's not often that an
indivivdzl gets the opportunity to live in an atmosphera that rezembles 2 box of crayons.

This newsletter would not have been possibla if it was from the help of the other editor,
Pierre "Bob” Barrier, as well 25 the encouragement of those members on the Fall 2006
Mewsletter Committes. Just wanted to thank those members for adhering to the spirt of
this guite "new” newslatter, while dealing with contstant nagging and pleas to gat things
done. Great work you guys! .

Wi'g hope the readers [alumini, currant students, and parspective students] will appraciste
the chafnga in this samester's format. It's a step away from the traditional look, while sgill
updholding the spirit of the newsletter.

And =o here it goas. Cheers o an awesome first semestar with faces, places, and experiences

that wouldnt’ have happsned had wa not taken the initative to step away from what we are ussad
to, and vantura off into a naw amvironmant. Nothing can take the place of what we have here.

Congratulations. VWe did it! by: Theo Paat & Piarra Barriar
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Mew Semester, New iHOUSE by Sara Hussain & Roberto Herrera

“Welcome, or welcome back to the iIHOUSE' folks! August 2006, the beginning of the Fall
samaster, and evarything starts all over again. Tha iIHOWSE is still as it has always bean: flags
on the front, thras floors and always 2 grest place to ive. Coffae nights, cross-cultural work-
shops, regional dinnars, trips and tours, Pancake Breakfast, Swudent Council Mestings, these
arge the things that continue to go on, makine the iIHOUSE a graat place to live and hawe fun!
So, things go on as thay usually do. Yet, somethings must have changed...right?

Do wa hawve new carpets? Maybe mors televisions? Ok, ok let's ba serious. We actually hava
brand new restrooms. Yeah! I'm very happy by the fact that the ladies’ restrooms ara huge, iLe.
| belisve thaty ara two times bigger and the men's — sorry guys..! The naw renoavation was
made possible thanks to tha very generaous financial contributon o f Phyllis F. Simpkins and
the professional services of Larry Lagier, &4, Architect. | know 2li the residents agraa with
me when | say "Thank you 50 much™ The new restrooms ars really nics!

So we've talked about changes within the building, but what sbout the fe at the iIHOUSE. DOur
four fantastic Rasidant Advisors - Adrisn [France], Elke [South &frica), Theo [U.S.). and Winmy
[Indiz] raally make this samaster and excellant one - not that the others wara not! Wa hava had
a lot of activitias on. "The Panny War” - 2 new fundraiser brought up by our beloved Theo, who
likes to see us fight [just kidding] — iz a killer! In teams, residents have a coupls of minutes to
put as many pennies 2s they can in their bottla and as much money as thay can othar than the
pennies in their adversary's bottle to maks tham loose points.

continued on pags <
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Mew Semester, New iHOUSE by Sara Hussain & Roberto Hernandez

Some residents have even put tean-dollar bilks! | sense you'ra [aughing at this point of the articls.
Hoy. it's really a great gama and wa have a ot of fun - | cartainty did! In other words, this
sameaster we do have very motivatad rasidents very involved in cur community’s ife. The iIHOUSE
is basically what the residents make of it. Itis the people who lieve hers that make every

spacial and vary exciting. Mew samastar, naw residents, and new iIHOUSE.

3

5J5U IHOUSE Newsletter @



Wanna be resident at the International House? Well, | hope vou like pancakes... by “Bob”

Since its creation in 19E9, Pancaks Brezkfast has become 2 resl and respected institution;
thus, every semestar, the iHouse organizes this particular event. Basically, it's a festive brunch
that takes place in the dining room. organized by the iHousa residents with the necessary and
welcome help of the Alumni We invite guests to join us and enjoy our community; they sttend

a nice meal with performances, but more specifically, they share impressions and words with
international students from different horizons.

Okay, so now you might think that it seems boring, you know the kind of thing: "everyons is
beautiful, everyone is nice”. But it's not. Why? First becauss everyona has to dross with
traditional clothes, from your country, if you haven't forgottan to bring some, or from any
country you want by sglecting a uniform among the selsction the iHouse has in stock. Sacondly,
Evaryone has ona or mora specific positions during the event, such as servar, dish-washar, or
host Finally, 2t the end of the formal brunch, you can sat 25 much as you want._. Of course
there arg some other good reasons to adopt PEE. | won't devslop thess hers, bacause my
"poss” only wants a8 500 words article, and overall, | prefer to let you discovar it, 50 let's
maintain the mystery and the magic of Pancake Broakfast

Wilhen | said it was an institution, | didnt choosa my word ramdomily. Indeed, tha PKB - tha
way the rosidents name this svent, dont try to undarstand why PEE and not PCE, there is
apparently no reason, sxcept maybe the anxiety provoked by its organization. Somehow,
tho stross generated by the roeguirements of its success might have affactad tha residants’
nerves... — hum, where was 17 Oh yas, excuse me, | was saying institution. Pancake Eroakfast

is a well-defined ceramony, with its specific and strict rules. There is a "precise”™ scheduls, with

continued on pags 4
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Wanna be resident at the International House? Well, | hope vou like pancakes... by Pierre Barrier

savaral positions as | mentionad, with a particular way to perform tham.

So, what about ths "side-effects™ of Pancaks Braaskfast? Well, first you probably won't be able
to gat or evan sga pancakes anymora. But as | said. PKE s an institution - yas | know 1'm
becoming boring with my idea. conseauently, you start to forget your seffish identity to create
another one; teamwork. Indesd, the most important thing is definitaly that residents lsarn how
to work together, to build something that is bigger than each parson individually. This is tha
magic of social organization. When you participate in somathing which succeeds to entertzin
morg than 200 peopls, you reslly feel proud of yourselves. Morgover, you bacome closer to
your house-mates, and learn to know and appreciates the residents. This is a wvery good
opportunity to strengthen or simply create ties with people you hardly knew before.
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Marathon: Pushing Your Limits by Clement Guyot

WVi'e did it! Yes we did it, Sara, Elka, Rozemary, Dino, Bemi, Adrien, Omar la Gambz, and | ran the
26.2 mila [42 km) of tha Meatro Silicon Valley San Jose's Marathon on Sunday, Octobar 25

Thanks to Adrign, our team received 2 sponsorship from Jamba Juice and Touchstone climbing.
VWe only paid $20 dollars of the $75 for tha registration fes, and got nice flashy orangs parsonak
ized tshirts. He also coachad us, and woke us up at JAM o oat pasta: a storaga requirad for
the physical effort that was coming...
7aM, the start shot blows, thousands of people rush under the departure
arch, but with onty B49 - 270 woman and 579 men - for the whola
marathon. | say "sas you in four hours™ to Adrien, meaning that we will
stop running onky in four hours. Omar, Adrien, Remi. and | ran ahead at
a good pace, well in sync to the 340, We kept that pace untd half of tha
raca. Thean aftar a few miles, Hemi continuad forward 2t 2 faster rhythm
that us threa. Indeed our bodies startad to grow tired. Even if it had not
been sasy so far, it was like wa had to pass a thrashold of pain to get
usad to it and faal good again. But this did not work anymora aftar
20 miles. We took few seconds of rest at each supply spot to stretch
our aching muscles. Adrian seemad to be suffering from his anklas,
Omar zlzo was in pain | guess, because | was suffering like hell too, but
I tried to hide it, in order for us to kesp going forward. This is whare ona raealizes how important
it is to run together: you can rely on and help each othar. | know if | had ran on my own, | would
not have ran as much, giving up, and walking much soonar.

continued on pags 7
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Marathon: Pushing Your Limits by Clement Guyot

An unexpacted surprise occurred whan we saw loads of people were cheering all 2long the 26.2
mile courss cheering for the participants. | could not imagine that peopls would have gottan up
s0 aariy on a Sunday morning to 528 peopla “running”. But now | understand that it is not all
2bout running, it iz 2 real challenge and these peopls helped us through their ancouraging yells of
"Good Job! Go Orange Team™ Just like the energy bars that fusled our muscles, the positive
encouragemeants fuslad our minds.

It is intaresting to see who took the challengs, and what motivated thess runners. All ¥inds of
peopla wara on tha road: ona had a picturs of a young boy attachad to his back and was running
in memory of his son. thers ware real professionals with belts full of little watar bottles. Wa
evan saw a guy sfter four miles, running bare foot! We also halped a man who was pushed to
the ground struck by suddan cramps at both kegs, and even a woman who collapsad. This is
what such a challange is about, pushing your limits.

A lot of people did not want to participata becausa thay thought they wiould not have baan sbla

to finizh it. Butthase are mental barriars, you don't known untl you try. Our goal was to finish i,
which we achieved in 4 hours and 20 minutes, which was not a bad time sasing how the avarags
was 4 hours 24 minutes. Even Sara, the last of our team did it, and closa to 5 hours which was
her target performancs, impressiva. The thing to notice here is that we'ra ke every student, we
do not have special skills or training for this, so we did what wa did because it was necessary.
The last milas are the hardest, but positive thinking is what kept us going. Dino thowght about

hiz dearest friends, and despite the pain in his kneas, he kept on going...

continued on pags 8
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Marathon: Pushing Your Limits by Clement Guyot

In my casa, | was looking forward to crossing the finish ling holding the hand of my running mates.
I did that, and to mea, that was the best souvanir | got from this race.

Wig wers so glad to see evaryone finish, especially since we had the iIHOUSE fan club who wara
there to support us along the entirety of this race. Yes, of courss you walk like 2 robot for the
nexth following days, and for sure, your joints and muscles know that you gave it your all, but it
was definitaly worth it. Mext time, take the challange.

The iHOUSE Team 2006
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iHOUSE Dictionary by Amanda Kelley

Living gt the HOUSE. you g=t to become more femilisr with different types of terminology. Theze ere maost of the
terms thet ere commaonly used on a daeily baszizs. We haws these just to “re’familiarize wse with some...

oricks - the row of three brick bwidings that serve a3 “oncampus housing” for students particulary
Campus Villzge - the new residents hells thet reside along 10th 5t thet provide spertment or suite style options

Campus Villege Maerket - [Place] thiz iz 8 market thet i= open i 1am, it hosts Sterbucks, Subwey and a variety of
other food products for students on the go. it i= loceted on the ground floor of the Campus=
‘Wifage Housing &rea.

coffes night - [Event] grouwps of resident= and community meighbors get together to have coffes end ceke on
Tue=day might=. & group of residents uzuslly owersees the procesdings and creste & theme for the night.

commitbees - [Activity] residents can =ign up to be incleded in different groups that take care of certain aspects
of the [House. Freguently these aspects are; perties, road trips, events etc. These different growps
are committess, end they report to the Student Council for funding and updstes of thesr plans end ideas=.

crogscultural workshops - there i3 & guest spesker thet comes to the iIHOUSE who presnts s topic to the residents,
mormally sbout inkercuiturel izswes. These event occur three tmes per semester, and
these are grest weys to get to know the residents.

0O.C. -thi= stznd for "Dining Commons". The achoolz cafeterie i= locsted on campues about 8 block from the HOUSE

Gramtdn-Aid - positions of work thet are evslsble at the IHOUSE. The compenzsetions for these joba ere deductad
from yowr room &nd bosrd fees. Such positionz include receptionist, bethroom eides, computer
sides, student kitchen aides, groundskeeper, snd office essiatants.

continued on page 10
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iHOUSE Dictionary by Amanda Kelley

Head A.A - thiz perzon helpa the other LA 's in times of nesd. Mext to the Director, the Head R.A. has the final
=8y in the going on et the HHouze.

IHOUISE - this iz short or the Inkernetional House.

Jioe West - another otpion for stedent “oncampus housing”

Mewsletter - goes out once 8 semester under the direction of en AL

Paniceke Breakfast - Thiz event tekea plecs every 3emester and iz 8 tradition &t the HOUSE Last fafl ssmester
over 200 p=ople from the community came end ate. We setup. clean-up, cook, serve, and

provide culturel performances. Everone is encouraged to dress up m traditions| clothing

Pegional dinner - 8 resident or 8 group of resident’s host 8 dinner specific to & cerain region of the world, These
residents put together treditional food in eddition to providing entertainment from that culture.

Pesident Advizor - positon held by a resident who heppens to be an 55U student. They act &= an edvizor, role
mods!, end peer mentor for the other rezidentz. FA's, in turn, receive frese room end boerd for
thet zpmester.

Spartan Shops - campus shops available to students which include the Print shop, the Bookstore, & OC catering etc.

Student Councl - stedents elected by the iHOUSE to help provide ectivities for the residentz of the house. Positiona
include thet of President, Vice President. Treasurer, Secretary, and Spokesperaon

Toewer Card - your =tudent |0 card a2 well &= your ticket to getting food on campus through yowr meal plan

WT& - mame of the public traraportetion service of San Joze. A3 part of your student feesz. you will receive & sticker
that iz to be placed om your Towsr Card, which aliows you to use publc tranaporstion for free!

5J5U IHOUSE Newsletter ﬂ @ -



What should future residents know about the iHouse? by Janina Collins

Hum, pretty tough guestion at first =ight, | thought to myself. So | had a wandsr ‘round the
house and collectad some ideas from the iHousa residents. Somea might be mors others less
advisable, but judge for yourself.

The first thing you might be afraid when coming to a new snvironment where you don't know
anyone is that you might get lonaly. But don't worry;, thera is no time to get lonaly in the iHouse.
There is always someone to talk to. Don't be s2d to leave your family behind, you will get 2 naw
one here. It's probably even the biggest you ever had. Or do you have B9 brothers and sistars?
evan if you need a babysittar, the RA's ara always thare to pampar you.

If you haven't decided yet what to put in your suitcase then listen to some advice of the iHouss
rasidants. Bring your flipflops, thongs or whatavar you call tham in your country. Its Californiz,
people don't wear anything el=a. Also, bring your shippars, because you will feel at home. Back
mors shorts and bikinis, since it's hotter hers than you might think.

Some advantages of living in the iHouse armg; only here canyou lezrn the resly interasting
words and phrases you always wantad to know in nearly any languagses you can think of it's
trua that you come to the US to learn English, but you come to the iHouse tolaarm 20 othar
lzanguages. BEe preparad to taste some food you have never tasted before, and you have
probably never heard of it sither. Gat ready to get dressad in stupid outfits and look stupid from
time to time. You will love it
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What should future residents know about the iHouse? by Janina Collins

Thera are aways good vibrations in the house. (58t raady for some swest lowin'. Soma peopla
evan think that love is the name, sax iz the game. Once you moved in the iIHOUSE, forget the
name and play the gamsa. -] But don't take this too seriously. You will meet 2 lot of outgoing
paopla. iIHOUSE peopla ara not afraid of anything, not even the most embarrassing singing
and dancing performances. And you surely will be 2 part one or the othar.

And hare are some tips for peopla who should think

twice about coming to the IHOUSE Don't come to the
iIHOUSE if you are seffish, narrow-mindsd, loner. Leave
culitural steraotypes and at homa. Mayba ona last piaca
of advice, don't believe the website. [t iz much bettar
here than it looks on the pictures. The Couches in the
Iiwving room ara aven so comify, that some residents
exchange them for their bads from time to torme. Ampsay
if you don't have any expectations, you're gonna have the

tima of your lifa. |

The iIHOUSE will be in any way the exparience of your Iife and the greatest way to mest people
from all over the world. That also means that you can actually save a lot of money oy coming
to the IHOUSE. You will never have to pay for 2 hotel room anymora anywhers in the world
after being a residant in this house. ktis your passport to the world.

contined on page 12
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The iHOUSE.. What does it mean to outsiders? by Pierre Barrier & Kaoci Nakasza

As rasidents, we sursly know about the IHOUSE, but what sbout the people outsida® Do they know about £7
What are thair assumptions about it? To have our questions answsred, we asked = faw peopla on campus.

Surpriengly enowgh, most of the students who we have asked did mot know of the existence of tha iIHOUSE. When wea
asked tham what they could imagins if thay hear the name International House, tha first thing that most studansts
told me was that the residents ara &% foreign exchange students. So when | told them thara are Americans, who
were in fact the largest group of the IHOUSE, thay were definitely surprised. Amongst the common answers that
were ghan, tha iHOUSE was a dwerses and muli-cuftural atmosphera
whara forsign stedents could easily edapt to the American a.

For the peopla who actually had visited the iHOUSE, thay

told ws ther unigue percaptions. & man, who is the staff

af the university, said that € soundad cool to Estan to all
different kinds of accents in English, mot tha forsign
languagss themselves. Some say that thay think the iIHOUSE
hias providad & place whars foraign students can have a
comfortable, and a less stressful stmostpherse. These ars
the nice commants fram the intarviewsss, but there was a
shocking comment also. One woman descriend tha iHOUSE
as “invisible”. She mentions how not that many peopls know ebout it, and she wouwld have nevar found out about
tha iIHOUSE i it weren't for her cosworker.

Tio ug, tha iIHOUSE &= the canter of social life, and bacauss of its close proximity to campus, we thought
avaryone would know about us. Maybae Pencake Breskfast and Coffes Might isn't anough. We have to think
of somathing to promots such & fabulous place to learn sbout othar cultures and encourags rars experancss.
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Things to Know Before You Come to the U5, by Diego Reoyo

Hrst of all, | have to say that this article is written under the perspective of 2 Spaniard.

| hava asked some of my mates in the iIHOUSE to incraase the variety of views and this was
trying to be less subjactiva.

Peopla in Californiza are rezlly helpful and nice, so whanawvar you need to ask something
don't hasitata to, just ask.

DOne of the first thing you should know is that, in American, you can pay almost everything with
your credi/dabit card, so that you don't need to bring much cash with you. Sometimes, | have
found some problems paying on ling with my Spanish card, so the best option should be getting
one here whan you arrive. It is vary easy and 25 2 studant you ara not charged any fees.

The weather iz very mild, it dogsn't change a lot, at least by now, | arrived in Sugust and in
MNovember you can, surprisingly enough, wear shorts and 2 tshirt, although maybea in the morning
and at night you may naad 2 jumper, but you will not nead it for the rest of the day

Garnally, peolpa hera waar casual clothes, aithough they do not care about what the rest of the
people waar, somatimas they don't even care about what they wear.

Tzlking =bout classes at university, somathing that shocked me a lot was that you are allowed to
stand up, come out, go to the bathroom or wherever and coms in again and it doesn't matter if
viou walk in front of the professor whila he is talking.

contined on psge 15
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Things to Know Before You Come to the U5, by Diego Reoyo

You can even seat and drink in class! This is somathing that is absolutey forbidden in Spain, so |
saizad the opportunity of having a2 complete Burgar King mean with saven othar classmates
during a class. | couldn't believe it

Sports are very different than tha ones which are popular in Evrope. Whan people goto a match.,
they only a2t and drink, no matter which sport they sttend to.

Anothar shocking thing, at least for ma, is that Americans will never break the law, they will not
cross the stroet if the traffic light iz red. They will 2hways stop at 3 stop sign, whike in Spain, if you
need to cross the strest and the light is red, you just have to look both ways, and if thers is no
Car cCOoming, you Cross.

Hsra, going out at night is not ke in Europse, everything closes at 2a.m, and if you want to
continue partying. you hawe to goto somabody slsa’s place.

Mow, let's talk about transportation. Here ever single city is very spread out and for somebody
usad to driving everywhera in 2 much smaller and mora compact city, it is wery hard to have to
wait for the lightrail or bus just to get to the mall Hers the cities are designed for drivars not
pedestrizns, but don't worry walking is a very good excercisa.

Talking aboug schedules. Hers people eat whan they ara hungry, not matter the tims of the day
itis. InSpain, sverybody has lunch bstwesn 2 o'clock and 3:20PM, while dinner is betwesn
B:30 and 10:20PML

contined on page 16
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Things to Know Before You Come to the U5, by Diego Reoyo

The alcohol policy is very strict. If you are under 21 and in desperate need of an slcoholic
bewverage, | suggest not to do it Wall, that's if you want to get into a very unpleasant and guite
expensive predicament.

If you are planning to buy a computar, laptop, or some kind of electronic davice | think thay ara
generally a lot cheaper hera than in Europa. You need to take into account that many festures
like your keyboard, will not be the same as you are used to.

The beaches around hers are good, but the water iz very cold. Don't believe that being z lifeguard
may ba that ezsy.
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Common misinterpretations by Juan De Vallejo

Imagine you are in a quiet beach and somebody phones you. “Whera ars you?" I'm with my
Hungarian friend at the beach. At the beach.. no, not with a bi_. no, hum, I'miin Santa Cruz,
viou know, sand, waves... yves the beach. Mo, my friend iz not hungry. Mo he's not angry either.
He's from Hungary.

Imzgina you ara talking on your cell phone, suddenly you run out of signal. PLEASE remeambar
to say something ke "l cant hear you™, or even “I'm loosing you©, but don't say "l miss you™.
this can be a fatal error. "Hi this is Joe. It's just to say that your boviriand has twisted his ankle
at the beach. Mo, not with a2 bi... at the beach.. Yas... Sorry? | miss you.” Your friand probsbly
will break hiz ankle... kicking your faca.

But anyway, suppose your friend's girffriend is gonna make a party because his girlfriend iz out
and she is wild. Are you excited? Wall, it depands. F you'ma Spanish and somebody asks you
that, you'll probably look 2t him with a weird face. Becauss thers, excited means hormy.
Meanwhile you knock on the door. Ok that's the 2nd floor, first appartment. When the door
opens you shout as louwd 23 you can “pazartyyy!!!” But you just rezliza, guite sadly, that in the
US thaycall 2nd floor what in othar parts of the world wa call 1 st floor and in this appartmeant
lives a2 couple of old people who iz even mors surprised than you. & few minute later you get
to the party. You'ra sitting with the girl you like. Than, somabody asks you: "hay guys, do you
wanna 3 beer?... guys? So, she's not 2 girl?! Wall, maybe, but remember that thay say guys
evan if there's a girl with boys. & faw hour later, you're coming back home with a friend and he
says take cars”. Ok see you tomorrow. And suddanly 2 bus runs over you. | told you take care.
What?! You should hava said “watch gut™l!

After such 2 hard day, you just want to take a warm bath. You tell to your roommate “I'm gonna

take = bath™ What? Are you gonna take the bus?
SJ5U iIHOUSE MNewsletter D,|:| Z



What comes to your mind when you hear... by Johannes Steffens & Zoltan Toth

Often tmas we contribute to stersotypes because of what we do not know. Ses what random
studants, both American and Intarnational, hed to say when these countries wera mantioned.

HUNGARY
+ Ferenc Puskas [the most famous & talantad Hungarian football player]
f'_'“\k + somea place in Europe
+ Budzpest, Eastern European, Cheap
' + “puszta” [2gricultural fields in the Plains where guys with handlebar
moustaches, who wear traditional garments and keep herds of cattle
+ “gulyas” [pork stew with grawy]

JAPAN
+ zeafood and sushi
+ samurai culture, martial arts
' d |+ they don't get a long with Koreans
+ the westarnzlization of Japan
+ guits modern and contemporary
+ hardworking, friendly, and polits

SPAIN

+ Bazqua culturs and bulfighting
+ parties in Ibiza

+ tapas, siastas, fisstas, and slways staying up late

+ Franco, Givil War, Barcelona, soccer, food, and Sevilla

ek continued on next page
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What comes to your mind when you hear... by Johannes Steffens & Zoltan Toth

Although some of thess responses maybe too stereotypical and off the wall, they are true because
of 2 lack of exparience with those who reign from these countries. Just imagine how much wa can
learn from one another by ving in the HOUSE.

FRANCE
) + wing, the Eiffel Tower, &rc da Triumph, and the Louvra
+ zlways partying, drinking coffee, baguettas and gourmet cheess
i + VEMy Sxpansiva
J + |oads of smoking and a low birth rate
+ gave inspiration for Hemingway's "& Sun Alzo Rizes" [in Paris]

TAIWAMN
+ Buddah
o + very claan
- + they don't ke to be refarred to 2= Chinesa
+ known for their electronics
+ 3 production of cheap clothing
+ hard-working, friendly, 2nd polite

UNITEDSTATES
— + obesity
-1 + larga portions of food
— + artificizlly evarything is bigger and better hara
+ divarse
+ superficial 2nd only interasted in themssives
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A Little Thing on Change by Ken Watanabe

Living in the Unites States makes you aware of the changs in your life. Leaving your home
country, spaaking a different language from native tongues, eating diffarant foods from your
cultures, watching Amarican TV programmes. Therg 2re 2 ot of things you sxpariencs in your
lifa, and most of them are those you probably never experience before you come to the US. At
first. almost everything is pretty naw or even strange to you. But once you start living in the place
and get acquainted with the new environment for a while, you'll become comfortable with the
place you staty and feel like you're going native in this country. You spend four years at least,
when you coma to the US. as a firstyear undargraduate student. Your stay will ba longer if you
have = high commitmant in pursuing a mastar's degree aftar finishing your BA. Your highaer
commitment to education as well as the way how you spend your life outside the class, is probably
the indicativa factor notifying hiow much youll nead to ba familiar with LS. culoura, whila you
are unconsciously changing yourself by leaving your homes country
for awhile.

Thiz iz my fourth semesaster 2t the iIHOUSE, and | am regarged as ona of
the old residents. I've bean ving in the Bay Area for almaost 20 months.
When | cama to the IHOUSE in January 20035, | was welcomad as a naw
internationzl student from Japan. Yet, | did not regard mysalf new to this
country, becauss | was living in the Mid-Wast for two years. After getting
a BA at a schoaoi in lllinois, | took one semaster off spanding time with

my Amarican host family in a2 small town. | was aware of change within
myself when | made a choice to stay in the middle of nowhere rather
than going back to my hometown—Tokyo. Changa doas not occur so sudden. AL first,

you'll hardly be aware of it. But once you become familizr with new cultura and lifastyles, itwon't be
long to know the telitals of that sign and recognizs yoursalf turning into a8 new person
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What did you envision the iIHOUSE to be ? by Manami Nishido

“..a place fo enjoy many *_.didn't expeact the
great experisnces”. community to be
eo close™.
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Hopes & Future Aspirations by Julia Lang

We all want to be somebody when we get older. So let's saa what these individuzls had to
say about thair future plans. MNow let’s put a face to what had to be said...

il
snu-”]ﬁl:ll'l‘.
¥ want to live in New York or the UK smdping fashion desien™ - IS54 =

“.diveng 10 Moscow, Russa attending the National University to teach Linguistics™. - I
“..traveling a5 3 mussconary specialining i post prodoction work™. - PEARLY
“...working 1n Spain, a5 my own boss for my own company™. - JOHANNES

“.Imung 10 Califorma working for the consulate peneral of South Afrea™ - KERI

“..other than 29 vears old.. fimshng op a Masters and being 2 newscaster™. - THEQ
“..educatung students abour art in a foreign country wiile making beaveiful ace ™. - JULIA
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At what point did you realize you were in California? by Marine Serre

@ce upon a time there were a group of International Students who arrived
at the iIHOUSE in San Jose, California and here’s what they had to say when
they knew they were here...

L —
Sk
Y D=

L0 e =0 e F e

T

Pl
“ ..when I went to 2 Walmart!™~ Hiro, Japan

“ .when I saw the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco™ - Omar, Spain

“..when I saw two huge flags 1 front of the auport- a US. Hag and a Califorma flag!” - ]:.l'-a' Germany

i

_..when the Memean neighbor was mumng his car and was bstenting to Mexican munsic™. Remi_ France
T

“_ I realizad I was 1 Amencan 1n the porty of entry - the immipration officers were very stoct T I'lEI'i, South Africa

“..when I was in Las Vegas. It was 2 combmanon of the hmousmes and the general athitude of people™.
- Anmastasia, UK.
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| Left My Heart In San Jose by Jason LeMiere

&g | walk through campus on 2 Wednesday afternoon with the sun beaming down on me and the palm
treas radiating in tha splendor of the perfoct blua sky above them, T's not hard to dacipher why I'm still
hereg in S2n Jose. | shouldnT be, | should be bensath the overcast clouds of South West London right
now, baginning my final hear at Roshampton University.

I fall in lowve with this place and its people last year on my year long exchange. i makes such a differance
to wake up evary morning to glorious sunshina without a cloud in the sky and to mest warm, frisndly,
approachabla people at every turn. But it is not to say that Britain dreary place with agually dour peopla,
thers arg a lot of great things about living thera, but here people will zay "Hello” and just spontansoushy
start 2 cornverssetion, something that just fills me with warmthe

In retrospect if | was set on returning homs, then coming back to San Joss in the summsr to visit my
girtiriand, Annie, was a big mistake. | realized why | loved being hera last year and from tha day |
raturnad, | knew how hard it would be to szy goodbye.

Az | =aid | fell in lova with the peopla hare, but 2l=zo | fall in love with ona parson in particular, who is
cartainly part of the rezzon | am still here today. She iz 2n amazing girl and leaving har would have bean
one of the hardsst things | have ever done. &nd also | have to admit it but [:a]'rfclmft girls have something
about them, aspecially the accant. It certainky baats any accent found on 2 British girl, in my opinion.

camera

TOSJ v
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Cooking with Divina: Chocolate Cookies by Divina Fuentes

Wi ara vary fortunate to lve in 2 house with 70 paople from about 20 differant countries. With
so much variety comes an array of talents what we can bring to the table. Singing dancing,
athletic talent, the iHouse iz home to many who can boast thase of thamselvas and their
internztional friends. fving in 2 placa like this is grest when wa have =il that, but even better
when we can share these talentz with oneg another. Here | would ke to share 2 piece of rmy
t2lent forbaking with you, something | can bring to the table that is actuslly edible.

Loaded with chocolate chips cookies: the oven must be prehested to 375 degraes F, or 130 C

Ingredients: [converted to UK metric]

11,4 cup (1 cup] alkpurpose flour

1 tezspoon [5 mi} salt

1 teaspoon [3 ml] beking powder

2 tezspoons [ 10 mi] vanilla axtract

1 eqg

B tablespoon unsaited butter [usually one bar]
1/4 cup [2 tablespoons] whits sugsr

172 cup [1/2 cup or 120 ml] brown sugar
2 cups (1 172 cups] chocolate chips

Divina's supar secrat ingradient! 1 tablespoon cocoa powdar

M
Directions: In small bowl combing flour, salt and baking powder. In separate larger bowl baat
ego with vanilla, 2dd sugar and mix wall, than butter [softened] untdl smooth. Gradually add
flour,/salt,/baking powder micura. Add Divina's super secret ingredient. Add chocolate chips.
Drop small handfuls onto coockie sheet and bake for 15 minutes.
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Highlights from the Fall 2006 Semester by Leanne Cherkasky

The UPs
+ £350,000 restroom renovation complete end beautiful Thanks to Phylis Simpkins and Larry Lagisr
+ Focon on iHOUSE in local and national news media. High visibilicy of cur iHOUSE wabsita on Googls.

+ Alummni cutreach with over 375 IHOUSE aluminia mow connacted on Linkadin. Updats your profils
now on ths iIHOUSE website. [ihouse@sjsuedu)

+ Rotating are axhibits begun in the IHOUSE lobby. Lst wus kmow if you'd liks to dispiay your art.
+ Residants are particularyy friendly, opan, smargetic, and active thic semaster.

+ Mew iIHOUSE couples begn intercultural relatonships. IHOUSE alumni coma togather around tha
wiorld [s-mail us pour photos!)

+ Pancaka Breakfast tradition continues to bring alumni, and friends o tha iHOUSE
The DOOWTNs

+ Attack of the bedbugs!

+ Taunting followsd by violance occurs.

_+ Mid-morning weakday break4n results in two legtops baing stofan.
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